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From the
Dean

SJC in the Age of COVID:
Solidly committed to
impacting the world

W

hen 2020 dawned, ushering in a new decade,
no one could have imagined that it would prove to be
catastrophic. School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) students and faculty alike looked forward to
a lively Winter semester, complete with well-anticipated activities, including departmental convos, mission
trips, Asian Night, Strawberry Fest, and graduation.
We imagined students hanging out in the SJC main
office, chatting over hot chocolate, debating in class,
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and going on field trips. We anticipated a familiar atmosphere and never envisioned vacant halls, dark
classrooms, and empty labs.
Looking back to the start of 2020, it seems we inhabited a completely different world before the abrupt
shutdown that forever changed our lives. Since that
fateful day in March, we have faced not only being scattered across the globe, social distancing, and computer screens instead of classrooms, but also devastating
tornados, rising death tolls, and almost unprecedented
racial upheaval and unrest.
Yet, we have not forgotten the reason the SJC exists:
to inspire and equip a new generation of truth-seekers,
influencers, and storytellers in the field of communication. More now than ever, we realize that this school
must remain solidly committed to impacting the world
through a Christian worldview and emerging media. In
fact, this period of crisis and unrest is a sharp reminder
of the powerful role journalism, public relations, photography, and media production have in shaping our world.
Undoubtedly, 2020 will remain etched in our memories as a turbulent year in history. And, so far, we know
only half of its secrets. However, one thing you can count
on throughout the rest of this year and in the next is that
SJC students will be on the frontlines, covering the stories and capturing through words, pictures, video, and
on social media, whatever it may be that history in the
making will unfold.
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Aaron Patterson:
Mastering social media
Aaron Patterson, a sophomore mass communication media production major and SJC in-house social media
guru, is considered a rising star on TikTok. Attracting more than 100,000 followers, he now writes for WeRSM,
a popular website covering the latest developments and insights in the digital marketing arena. During a recent
WiRE interview, Aaron shared his experience and tips for TikTok success. Here are excerpts, with the content and
order of the questions edited slightly for length and clarity.
Q: For those unfamiliar with this social media platform, what exactly is TikTok?
A: Formally known as Music.ly, TikTok is a video-sharing social media platform. Much like Vine,
“creators” share 15 to 60-second videos that they
think will entertain other creators or users on the
app.
Q: What first attracted you to that communication channel? And what unique features
does it offer?
A: I didn’t give the app much thought when I
first began seeing advertisements for TikTok popping up on my Instagram. But when a couple of my
friends downloaded the app and seemed to really
be enjoying it, I figured I would give it a try. In February 2019—during my senior year in academy—my
roommate, Jeremy Gustman, and I downloaded
the app as a joke, thinking it would be a good way
to mess around and make other people who didn’t
understand our humor scratch their heads. Needless to say, we not only accomplished our goal, but
we also exceeded in confusing people to no end.
Q: How did you go about getting more than
100,000 followers?
A: Unfortunately or fortunately, depending on
how I look at it, our humor found itself in the middle
of a Venn diagram between our concept of funny
and the TikTok audience’s concept of funny, with
my first viral video reaching over 50,000 likes and
100,000 views, gaining my account over 1,000 followers. At first, Jeremy and I were quite flattered. But
as the comments of our success with humor continued to pour in, we began feeling quite jealous, as
everyone else seemed to get a lot more “funny” out
of the video than we did. As I continued to post, I hit
33,000 followers—a major milestone for me—and
stayed around that point for a couple of months.
Then in January of 2020, my videos started to take off
quite a bit with several over 1 million views, and one
with over 6 million views and 1 million likes, causing
my account to grow from 33,000 to 150,000. In my
opinion, TikTok is the best app to see immediate resulting success, as it only takes one viral video to
launch a career as an influencer.

Q: What opportunities have come your way
as a result?
A: Companies will email on occasion and ask if I
would be willing to advertise their products on my accounts for pay. And, speaking/writing opportunities
have come up where social media experts have asked
me to draft articles or present as a TikTok expert. Just
the other day, I was recognized in a Starbucks drivethrough by one of the workers who was taking my order. I was also recently approached by the friend of
someone who has been watching my TikToks
for a couple of months; both people I didn’t
know previously. She asked if I would be willing
to film a Happy Birthday video for her friend, because I was her “favorite TikToker.”
Q: Now that you’re considered an expert in this area, what are you aspirations
for using TikTok in the future?
A: I hope to continue growing for a time,
continuing to [integrate] more faith-based work
into my videos. My ultimate goal in life is to become a pastor and plant a church that shows
the world Jesus through its ability to love, not
convert. I hope to use TikTok as a way to reach
more people to make Jesus famous, not Aaron.
Q: What tips can you provide for others
wanting to maximize TikTok as a communication tool?
A: Get in there and get your hands dirty!
Success doesn’t happen overnight. Oh, wait—
ON THIS APP IT DOES! Too often, discouragement quickly snuffs out inspiration. But I can
promise anyone who is serious about using
this platform to maximize communication that
this app is effective. Learn the algorithms, research the demographics, but don’t forget to
actually become familiar with using the app itself. Make a couple of videos that do terribly,
then tweak them to see what is or isn’t working
about them.

Editor's note: As this magazine goes to press, the United States government is exploring whether TikTok should be allowed
to operate in the U.S. as a Chinese-owned company. This story is not meant to be an endorsement of the app but simply to
feature the work and talent of an SJC major.
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Aaron’s Six Steps to
TikTok Success
Aaron Patterson mastered TikTok through trial and error.
In the process, he developed a six-step system that consistently brings him success. Here’s what he recommends
for others looking to maximize the social media platform:

1.

Be Original: Stand out, and don’t be afraid
to try something new.

2.

Know Your Audience: Check analytics and
coordinate the time you post, the content you
post, and the sound/music on the post.

3.

Be Active: Don’t let your followers forget they
follow you, by posting often and engaging with
them in your posts.

4.

Caption Intentionally: Consider this question: If
someone is scrolling through thousands of TikTok
videos without the sound on and that person
comes across yours, will the caption make them
want to turn up their volume?

5.

Aim for 50% Quality and 50% Content: This
simple equation that Aaron developed ensures
the optimal video in terms of quality resolution
and overall content you are presenting.

6.

Find Your Niche: What is your TikTok personality
profile? What are you known for? What is doable
for you? What do you enjoy making that other
people will enjoy watching?

6
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Jacob Fisher:

Learning as an intern
at J103 radio
Jonathan Shephard

M

ass communication students need real-world
experiences and, in such a competitive field, landing
a media-related internship is crucial. For Jake Fisher,
digital broadcast journalism 2020 graduate, the big
break arrived during his junior year.
That’s when Fisher started an internship at J103, a
popular contemporary Christian radio station in Chattanooga, Tenn. During a recent interview, he said it was
his first time working at a radio station, and it provided
valuable hands-on experience.
“Learning the work culture of any place is challenging,
but that wasn’t too hard [at J103] because everyone
is super kind,” Fisher said. “The hardest thing would
have to be learning different software and fitting that
into the ad creation process.”
Fisher found the internship through a family friend,
but the SJC provided the support he needed, he said.
Working under both production and scheduling supervisors, he developed commercials for J103’s clients,
double-checked voice talents for upcoming shows,

and made sure the next day’s music was ready to go.
“The best part,” he said, “was definitely the knowledge
I gained and the relationships I formed.”
When asked what he would say to students wanting
similar exposure, Fisher said, “If you get the chance,
take it. People are willing to give you a chance if you
show the fortitude to learn and commit.”

The best part was
definitely the knowledge I
gained and the
relationships I formed.
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Anaelys Trochez:

Winning the NAD Women's
Ministry Scholarship
Paola Mora Zepeda

It

was just another quiet day. Anaelys Trochez
went to work not expecting anything exciting. As on
most days, she sat and graded papers as part of her
job in the SJC office. Following her normal routine, Trochez opened her email expecting to see some messages from her professors or classmates. But instead, she
found a message from an external email address she
did not recognize.
"Dear Anaelys," the email read. "We are pleased to
inform you ..."
It was from the Women’s Ministries assistant director,
Erica Jones, informing Trochez that she was a recipient
of the $3,000 Women's Ministries Scholarship Program.
Trochez was thrilled! Soon, the good news spread
around the department, and professors congratulated her throughout the day. Yet, nothing compared to
the joyful moment when she shared the good news
with her parents.
“My parents always supported my pursuit for a higher education," Trochez said. "But it is very expensive,

especially since my parents are paying not only for my
[tuition] but my twin sister’s as well. ...They kept on telling me how proud they were.”
From the moment Trochez applied for the scholarship,
she was very hopeful and prayed that she would win it.
Now Trochez says she could not have done it alone.
“My favorite [part of this process] was all of the amazing women who made this possible,” Trochez said.
These women included her church leader who encouraged her to apply; her professors who wrote recommendation letters for her; her friend, Jasmin Mendez, who drove her to the post office to submit her
application on time; and her sister, Mailys Trochez, who
was the inspiration for her application essay.
Trochez is thankful for the scholarship and encourages others to seek out these opportunities.
“Have faith in God and in yourself,” Trochez said.
“Devote time to find and apply for scholarships. It was
hard for me to find free time and motivation, especially
between work and classes, but it truly was worth it.”
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Among the Professionals:
SJC students attend TPA Winter Convention
Sam Oliveira

On

February 13, the Tennessee Press Association (TPA) held its annual winter convention for 2020
at the DoubleTree Nashville Downtown Hotel. Six students from the School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) had the privilege to attend.
Assistant professor Alva James-Johnson made
arrangements with TPA member services manager
Robyn Gentile upon receiving an email from Chris Vass,
public editor of the Chattanooga Times Free Press and
TPA president. Students from the University of Tennessee Chattanooga (UTC) and other universities across
the state also were invited to attend.
According to Johnson, Gentile invited the SJC to participate and become a complimentary associate member
of the TPA. Shortly thereafter, the department submitted
an application to ensure the attendance of students.
The convention offered several sessions with wellknown government officials, such as Tennessee Gover-

nor Bill Lee, in attendance. One student who attended
recalled witnessing the governor tackle political issues
and concerns.
“One thing that I found very interesting was the presentation they gave on statistics and how journalists
can effectively use them," said Bailey DuBose, sophomore public relations major. "It was also very cool to see
journalists question the governor of Tennessee, Bill Lee,
on different issues.”
Other speakers included Tennessee Lt. Gov. Randy
McNally and House Speaker Cameron Sexton.
In total, there were three major sessions followed by a
lunch presentation delivered by Ken Paulson, director of the
Free Speech Center at Middle Tennessee State University.
It was an experience students say they will remember and cherish. In total, six students from SJC received
scholarships to attend: Southern Accent's managing
editor Tierra Hayes, news editor Joel Guerra, copy

THE W i RE
editor Taylor Dean, lead reporters Sarah Klingbeil and
Bailey DuBose, and digital broadcast journalism student
Sam Oliveira.
“Overall, it was an eye-opening experience,” said
Hayes, a 2020 senior mass communication major. “I
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got to spend time with lifelong journalists, and it really
felt comforting to be around so many people who have
the same goals in life as me. I learned a lot about the
industry and how even in tough times, there is hope
for journalism.”

I learned a lot about the industry and how even
in tough times, there is hope for journalism.

Tierra Hayes and Sarah Klingbeil enjoy the lunch provided by TPA.

Professionals network while awaiting speeches by state leaders.

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee speaks to journalists.
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Rosana Hughes:

Alumna navigates news cycle
amid pandemic, protests
Tierra Hayes, '20

As

one might imagine, rarely
is anything "normal" or "scheduled"
when it comes to covering crime
and the courts for a daily newspaper. But amid the novel coronavirus
and a renewed nationwide movement for racial rights, life for Rosana Hughes,'16, has been anything
but routine.
In March, Hughes’ bosses at the
Chattanooga Times Free Press confirmed the “writing on the wall”: the
newsroom would shut down, and
everyone would begin to work from
home for the foreseeable future.
“It's like a blessing and a curse,”
she said during a recent interview.
“We have a lot of time to focus on
our stuff, and we don't have the constant interruptions of the newsroom,
getting off track. ... There’s just that
social aspect that's missing.”
And sometimes, interviewing
remotely just isn’t the same.
“When in person, you can read
a person's tone of voice, expres-

sion, and body language,” she said.
“You know if you're inching close
to something a source doesn't
really want to talk about, and can
pick up on those cues—something
a reporter can't always do when
interviewing over the phone or via
email or Facebook.”
In addition to lost face-to-face
interactions, being away from the
office, coupled with the current
news cycle, makes Hughes worry
about all of the stories that may be
falling through the cracks.
“Anything related to coronavirus
or to the protests takes precedence,”
she said. “So a lot of my regular 'everyday grind' stuff has been piling
up more. It's just been an inundation of things that I haven't had
time to get to because there aren't
enough hours in the day.”
Still, she has seen some positive
changes amid the current situation,
including increased remote access to
public government court hearings.

For example, the current climate is forcing newsrooms and
older journalists to become more
digital-focused, a trend the industry was already headed toward,
she said.
Between the digital focus and a
general necessity to be informed,
she also said that the news cycle is
requiring communities to rely more
on local news sources, a trend that
has caused subscriptions to the
Times Free Press to continually rise
since the start of the pandemic.
And even when the pandemic is
over and things slow down, Hughes
truly hopes people won’t forget the
importance of local news.
“I think that maybe it's making
people realize that newsrooms and
journalists are important and that
they shouldn’t take us for granted,” she said. “I don't know if that
enthusiasm for local news will continue, but I hope it does, because I
love my job.”
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COVERING
COVID-19
Student journalism
in a time of crisis
Natalia Perez, '19

C

OVID-19 was a relatively minor concern on March
5, when the Southern Accent featured a front-page story detailing its new developments. The article addressed
concerns about the spread of the coronavirus in the western United States, whether or not mission trips would be
canceled, and how study-abroad students and student
missionaries could potentially be affected. At that point,
university activities continued as usual with Southern’s administration monitoring the situation closely.
The following week, students planned to travel to
mission sites and other Spring Break destinations and
then return to classes. They continued with their lives,
expecting to attend the semester’s most anticipated
events and for seniors to spend their last months with
friends before graduating.
But in six days' time, the rapidly spreading coronavirus
shook the world, forcing everything to halt abruptly. The
events that followed were a whirlwind.
On Wednesday, March 11, after the World Health Organization (WHO) classified the newest coronavirus as a
pandemic, all outgoing Spring Break mission trips were
canceled hours before students were scheduled to board
their flights. That night, it was announced that all major
events and big gatherings, including SonRise, Asian Night,
and Vespers would be postponed following Spring Break.
Amid the confusion, Accent editors sprang into action,
covering the breaking story via social media and notifying the campus-wide community that activities and events
were being rescheduled.
On Thursday, March 12, Southern released a statement officially notifying students that in-person classes
had been canceled, that classes would be transitioned to
distance learning, and that campus residence halls and
the Southern Village were being closed, giving residents
about a week to move out. The deadline was later extended by a few days.
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L-R: Joel Guerra, Tierra Hayes, and Paola Mora Zepeda continued
reporting for the Southern Accent after classes moved online in March.

A Three-Person News Staff

Although most students were released
from their university jobs, Accent Editor-in-Chief Paola Mora Zepeda, Managing
Editor Tierra Hayes, and News Editor Joel
Guerra remained as essential workers to
keep the student body informed. As the crisis
unfolded, they scrambled to report on constantly changing developments.
Work that was once divided among a
20-person newspaper staff was now accomplished by just three students, along with the
support and guidance of Alva James-Johnson, Accent advisor and assistant professor in
the School of Journalism and Communication
(SJC), and some news coverage by the News
Reporting class.
Hayes worked from Athens, Georgia;
Guerra worked from Chicago, Illinois; and
Zepeda— an international student who could
not return home to the Philippines—was allowed to stay in campus residence and
work from Collegedale, Tennessee.
Since they were no longer producing a
printed newspaper, the Accent trio took to
elevating their social media presence, consistently posting updates, stories, polls, and
Google forms to allow students to submit their
stories and updates. They also published a
weekly PDF edition of the paper for their online
audience and shared it on Twitter, Facebook,
and Instagram.
“Right now, everything is about communication,” Zepeda said. “We’re keeping up with
what people are doing, checking social me-

dia, and checking in with friends about their
classes and how things are going for them.
We’re keeping in close touch with administration, too, in order to report back to students
on how they’ll be affected on the issues they
most care about.”
Their coverage focused heavily on
COVID-19, with reporting on how changes
were affecting students, how online classes
were structured, how teachers were transitioning, and how grades were impacted.
Then, on Easter Sunday, April 12, a tornado hit Hamilton County, leaving havoc in its
wake. Some students lost their homes and
belongings, and others didn’t have internet
service for weeks.
Amid all of these transitions and tragedies,
the Accent remained a consistent, informational voice, and it became the go-to spot for
students to seek timely information.
“I honestly think this has been a time when
the Accent’s credibility has been tested,” Zepeda said. “Our social media interaction has gone
up a lot. People comment often, thanking us for
our work. We’re not perfect. We can’t publish
as fast as we wish to, but students are trusting
us a lot more than before and are looking for us
to bring them information, especially in regard
to administrative decisions.”
“Everyone is so far apart, and having a
source of information and stories makes
them feel connected. I think [this situation has
made] people notice and appreciate the value
of journalism more.”
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Remote TV Coverage

In addition to coverage by the Accent, the
pandemic and tornado were also covered by SAU
News, a student-produced newscast featuring
university events, organizations, and issues as
part of a television news class taught by Associate
Professor Stephen Ruf in the SJC.
Once Southern transitioned to distance learning, Ruf shifted the focus of the class to solely
tackle the big stories and keep track of what was
important to students and the wider community,
according to digital broadcast major Gianni Arroyo.
Reporters covered stories about students
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losing summer internships and canceling or postponing weddings, local churches transitioning to virtual
worship services, and the university’s postponement of
graduation. They also began reporting on how Southern would resume in-person classes in the fall, among
several other stories.
Students in the class have always been expected
to pitch their own story ideas, write their own scripts,
and film their own videos. After anchors recorded their
scripts, a student editor compiled all of the videos and
inserted the graphics. When Southern transitioned to
distance learning, some reporters struggled with the lack
of recording and editing equipment and found it difficult
to keep a pulse on campus events
from afar. But then students got
creative with their iPhones and ring
lights to record their standups, and
those who lived close to campus
kept classmates up-to-date on what
was happening.
“It was such a rewarding feeling,
getting a story done for this class,"
Arroyo said."It was my best experience at SJC, and it is the class I will
always remember when I’m older. I
think my classmates—my team—did
a really good job with adjusting and
accommodating to everything.”

Gia Arroyo, one of the nine SAU News reporters,
recorded her weekly newscast from home.
Gia Arroyo, one of the nine SAU

Documenting History

L-R: Stephen Ruf, Tierra Hayes, Joel Guerra, Alva James-Johnson, and Paola Mora Zepeda
spent the night of M
 arch 11 reporting the breaking news that big gatherings would be
postponed following Spring Break. The following day, students received an email announcing that classes would meet remotely for the rest of the semester.

Both the Accent and SAU News teams
encountered challenges during the process
of adjusting to reporting remotely, accessing
sources for interviews, troubleshooting issues, and communicating effectively. However, the student journalists remained committed
to reporting timely, accurate information in the
midst of chaos and uncertainty.
“These aren’t just everyday happenings; this
is a global crisis that everyone is going to remember,” said Guerra, Accent news editor. “In
the future, they’ll ask, ‘Where were you during
COVID-19? What were you doing? And, how
old were you when COVID-19 happened?’
While most will remember the big things, we’re
covering the small details that won’t necessarily be remembered later. Journalism is the first
draft of history. I’ve heard this many times before, but actually being a part of it has been
really amazing.”
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Life Changed
in an Instant :
How COVID-19
led to my first
big byline
Kristen Vonnoh, '19
It was Day 23 of lockdown, but
I had already been social distancing for about 26 days. During that
time, I dared venture out of my
apartment only a handful of times,
each trip to go grocery shopping in
the once-bustling Carrefour Market. It was hard to imagine that just
a few weeks prior to the lockdown,
my mother had come to France
as my guest. Together, we had
climbed through the winding pathways of Le mont Saint-Michel, ate
way too many crêpes, explored
Paris, and even snuck a glimpse of
Fashion Week.
My mother left on February 27,
followed by rumors of a lockdown
a week later. Then, without warning, life changed in an instant, as
everything shut down because
of COVID-19. By March 16, my
friends and I were enjoying our last
taste of freedom, soaking up the
beach one last time for who knew
how long. Gone were the days of
walking to work freely, or walking
anywhere freely, for that matter.
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Vonnoh stands on the beach March 16, one day
before the country-wide lockdown began in France.

Top: De Deauville, France, a few days before
the lockdown began.
Bottom: During lockdown, Vonnoh likes to
watch the sunset from her apartment's roof.

Every time we left the apartment,
authorities required that we carry a
government-mandated paper with a
valid ID. Police constantly patrolled
the streets, giving fines to individuals breaking the new laws. Later,
we learned that the confinement
would last until May 11. The crisis
left me jobless and confused.
As I write this article, I am still
living in a tiny town in Normandy,
France. I relocated to the small
city in 2019, after graduating from
Southern with a bachelor’s in journalism and international studies.
Though I desperately wanted to
jump into the field of journalism
upon graduation, I took an English
teaching position at Colleville Public
Primary School to occupy my time
while trying to find a full-time writing
job. At the time, I had no idea that
my experience in France would lead
to my first byline in a major American newspaper. But it did!
Here’s how I went about getting
published.
Around Day Four of home quarantine, my boredom got the best of

Scan the QR code to read Vonnoh's
article in The Boston Globe.

Top: Paris, France. The view of the Eiffel Tower
from le Palais de Tokyo.
Bottom: Vonnoh and her roommate head out to
buy groceries in France.

me. So, I did the only thing I know
to do in such times: I wrote. My
blog, ma vie en (p)rose, was looking a little sparse. “Why not pitch
some freelance ideas while I am at
it?” I thought.
I had nothing better to do.
So, I pitched to The New York
Times, The Washington Post and
The Boston Globe. I’ve always been
one to aim a little too high. (Okay,
maybe a lot too high.) But I gave
it my best shot, explaining to each
publication my situation and what I
wanted to write about.
The next day, I received a rejection email from an editor at The New
York Times. Yet, I was unusually excited. A real editor from one of the
largest newspapers in the country
had personally emailed me. That’s
pretty cool, right? Even though I had
no prospects of getting published, I
was happy.
The following day, I received an
email from an editor at The Boston
Globe. Without opening it, I figured
it was another rejection. But, to my
surprise, the editor said she want-

ed to read my piece. It was 8 a.m.
here in France when she emailed
me, so I jumped out of bed to start
writing. I had a blank page at 8
a.m., and by noon I was finished
and editing. I submitted the article
around 2 p.m, embarrassed by
how quickly I had written it.
Surely, it wasn’t going to get
published.
Then that night, I checked my
email again. The editor wanted
to run my piece. I jumped up and
yelled. My roommate and I started
dancing around the apartment.
“My first big byline!” I screamed.
I had felt the adrenaline rush while
writing the article and was even
more pumped up after reading the
email. It further confirmed how much
I love writing and being a journalist.
So, if you are trying to get published, don’t give up! Just find a
good story, research as much as
you can, and start pitching. In my
case, it took an international crisis,
but the world is full of great stories.
If you scratch your itch for curiosity
and adventure, you will find them.

16

THE WiRE

To Our December and May Graduates,

CONGRATU

Elena Anunciado

Suny Cardenas-Gomez

Autumn Dunzweiler

Christina Robinson

B.S. Public Relations and

B.A. Communication Studies and

B.S. Mass Communication -

B.S. Public Relations

Graphic Design

Spanish - Intercultural

Advertising

Alexandra Dye

Jacob Fisher

Tierra Hayes

Mariaelena Hays

B.S. Public Relations and

B.A. Journalism - Digital Broadcast

B.S. Mass Communication -

B.S. Public Relations

Graphic Design

Writing/ Editing
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ULATIONS
We are so proud of you!

Shannon Hill

Daria Hibbler

Joseph Hyde

Rachel Beaver

B.S. Public Relations

B.A. Communication Studies -

B.S. Mass Communication -

B.S. Public Relations

Intercultural

Photography

Michaela Lewin

Brenda Ramos

Richard Anthony

B.S. Public Relations

B.S. Mass Communication -

B.S. Mass Communication -

Media Production

Media Production
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Roundtable Highlights:
Mentoring seniors, transitioning online
Michaela Lewin, '20
Roundtable is a time when
alumni from both the School of
Visual Arts and Design and the
School of Journalism and Communication return to Southern
with a wealth of practical advice
for students.
In October, four years after its
inception, Roundtable creators decided to add a “Seniors Series” to
the itinerary, specifically designed
for students graduating in May
2020. What separated the senior
section from the rest of Roundtable
was that students were assigned
mentors to guide them through
graduation and into post-grad life.
Autumn_Dunzweiler,_a_mass
communication-advertising_major
who graduated in May, says she
appreciated the insider’s view of
various industries.
“I had an amazing time meeting
professionals in my field and being
able to gain a better knowledge
base about what to expect once I
graduated,” she said.
Enter COVID-19.
When the pandemic hit and ev-

eryone was forced to leave campus, the Roundtable team didn’t
miss a beat. Instead, organizers
launched “The Summer Series,”
a bi-weekly virtual ZOOM hangout
for alumni and students.
Tierra Hayes, a senior mass
communication-writing and editing major who graduated in May,
has attended every meeting held
so far. The topics have included: “Changing the Media Landscape,” “How to Start and Grow
a YouTube Channel in 2020” and
“Black Lives Matter.”
“The Summer Roundtable Sessions have been more than informative; they've been community
builders," Hayes said. "When I
graduated, it felt weird to be leaving everyone I had gotten to know
in my department, but Roundtable
filled in that gap so well. It is reassuring to know that I will always
have a place to interact with those
of similar interests and backgrounds as me, especially during
these crazy times."
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SAC 2020:
Learning to be a better communicator
Paola Mora Zepeda
Last fall, 12 SJC students
and three professors traveled to
Albuquerque, New Mexico, to
attend the 2019 Society of Adventist Communicators (SAC)
annual conference.
The convention lasted three
days, Oct. 17-19, and started
with a tour of the Albuquerque
News Journal and KOAT Action 7 News station. That afternoon, attendees also heard
from AdventHealth representatives, who showcased the ways
in which their communication
team has made a difference in
the healthcare network.
Friday was filled with workshops presented by professionals
in the field. The seminars varied
with topics such as podcasting, social media management,
graphic design, and communication strategy. Students were able
to choose which workshops they
wanted to attend.
“[The_workshops]_really
showed me how I should act
on a professional level, and that

as (communication majors), we
have so many [career] options,"
said Cierra Dabney.
On the last day, participants
came together for a church service and, later in the afternoon, a
trip to the Sandia Peak Tramway.
The conference ended with
an awards banquet. The School
of Journalism and Communication won nine awards for the
work of its students in the fields
of print design, feature writing,
news writing, and short film. Rachel Beaver, '19, took the Student Award—a prize created to
recognize students who have
demonstrated excellence in the
classroom and on the job.
“SAC is always a fun and
meaningful experience,” Beaver
said. “It's encouraging and exciting as a student to meet professionals in your field and hear
about the incredible things they
do. I left SAC with a new excitement for my field.”
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SJC

PICKS UP

WSMC
Joel Guerra

E

ntering its 60th year of production, Southern’s radio station is now
part of the School of Journalism
and Communication (SJC). General
manager of the station, Scott Kornblum, says the move should provide opportunities for the station to
expand student engagement.
As part of the team heading
this new endeavor, SJC Dean
Rachel Williams-Smith believes
bringing WSMC under the SJC’s
academic umbrella will help the
classical music radio station become “more integral to the mission and goals of the university.”
Although
classical
music
might not be the most popular
genre amongst college students,
Williams-Smith says WSMC will
retain the format as the main programming. As the sole classical
music station in the area, the university doesn’t want to leave its loyal listeners hanging, she explained.
The station currently covers a
180-mile-wide radius and has maintained 20,000-25,000 weekly listeners over the last decade.
“The focus will still stay on delighting our classical music audience—that’s who we are—but
student involvement will be key,”
Kornblum said. “Look for more
class projects involving the radio
station and other ways to create
practical learning.”
In regard to the future of
WSMC, Williams-Smith says she

will be encouraging her fellow
journalism and communication
professors to include the station
in their curriculum. She also hopes
the station will offer students internships and jobs in production.
In an additional effort to boost
student involvement, the School
of Music will play a supportive role
by having its students participate
as program hosts as well as sharing the department’s own original
pieces with listeners.
Also on this new team, SJC
Professor Victoria Joiner will bring
over 30 years of on-air radio broadcasting experience to the station.
Her specific role has not yet been
identified, she said, but she looks
forward to being a liaison between
the SJC and WSMC. Previously,
she served as the Oakwood University radio station manager for
over 24 years and is currently on
the air with a weekly musical program called “Sabbath Praise.”
“I have worked on every level
of radio broadcasting from management, vocal talent, production,
and underwriting, to emptying
trash cans,” said Joiner about her
radio experience. “I am here to
support and affirm [Kornblum’s]
management, and I pray that the
university and the SJC will do even
more to help the station to grow
and prosper in the future.”
Students can also expect to
see changes in WSMC’s online

sister station, Oasis. For those looking for more modern programming,
Oasis is a mix of Christian music,
sermons, and other Adventist programming.
“Our goal is to considerably expand Oasis—particularly with the
help of students—and turn it into a
second FM station,” Kornblum said.
According to Williams-Smith,
the discussion about revamping
the station began around a year
and a half ago. However, the SJC
faculty did not officially vote to bring
WSMC under the SJC umbrella until March 11, only one day before
the university decided to cancel
in-person classes for the remainder
of the semester.
Originally, the SJC and WSMC
team members had planned to
make great strides in integrating the
station into academics during the
Fall of 2020. But due to a restructured campus and unique scheduling in response to COVID-19, they
will focus on taking smaller steps
this semester and prepare to implement the larger changes in the Winter 2021 semester.
“I’m most looking forward to being part of an academic team with
so much talent,” Kornblum said.
“The umbrella of the SJC will offer a
more direct academic collaboration
and consistent support for the station. This partnership will be a winwin for the SJC and station.”
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Natalia Lopez-Thismón and Natalie Boonstra recording their podcast, "Flourish."

The Podcast Revolution:
Alumni gifts fund podcast lab
Mariá José Morán

W

hile podcasting has been
around for a while, it is a trend
that has spiked in recent years.
With more people listening to audio-on-demand, the field is expanding, which increases the need
for young communication professionals to learn podcasting skills.
With this in mind, the SJC set up
a temporary recording lab in its
photography studio during the fall
of 2019, with the purpose of purchasing better equipment and allocating space in the near future.
Then in November, during the
university’s annual Giving Day, plans
moved forward, with the department raising funds for a RODEcaster Pro audio mixing console, two

RE20 Electro-Voice microphones,
a few microphone stands, absorption panels, and memory cards—
all thanks to donations made by
generous alumni.
While the podcasting equipment is still new, Professor Stephen Ruf—who is building the
program—says he expects podcasting to grow on campus.
“[Because of Giving Day], several of our students have already
benefited from the new gear,” he
said. “This was definitely worth the
investment, and we’ve received
positive feedback from students
and other university staff who
want to record here.”
One of the podcasters already

in the mix is Natalia López-Thismón,
an associate professor in the SJC
who co-hosts the regular podcast
Flourish with Natalie Boonstra, a
Southern public relations major. The
two started their podcast in October of 2019 after the North American Division asked López-Thismón
to create educational material for
young women in the church.
“[Podcasting] has been a huge
learning experience for both Natalie
and me,” said Lopez-Thismón. “It
is encouraging for me to learn, and
I hope to encourage anybody who
wants to learn a new skill in communication to just get their hands
dirty, do it, and see where it goes.”
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Discovering
the Art of
Communication:
High school
students attend
first SJC virtual
boot camp

aiy

Paola Mora Zepeda
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espite the unexpected changes caused by COVID-19, the
School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) hosted its yearly photo/
journalism summer camp. After moving online, the three-day program attracted campers from around the country for virtual instruction about the art
of multimedia storytelling.
The program started on Monday, June 15, with a video about students
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, who
covered the infamous 2018 school shooting for their school newspaper.
During a debriefing session, campers shared thoughts about what it
means to be a student journalist.
“To me, it was just really interesting to see how photography plays a
heavy role in journalism, and how you have to be responsible with the stories
you tell,” said high school senior Maiya Banks of Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Banks, an incoming SJC freshman, eventually produced a photo essay titled
“Sisterhood,” featuring the closeness of four sisters in their daily lives.
To start planning their projects, the summer campers were divided into
two groups: those who were going to complete a photo essay and those
who were going to write a news or feature article. The groups were led by
Professor Stephen Ruf and Assistant Professor Alva James-Johnson, respectively. Campers chose their own projects, with topics such as “A Fire Survivor's Story,” “A
Day in the Life of a Literature Evangelist,” and “White Coats for Black Lives.”
In addition to the two instructors, campers met other SJC professors who presented during
morning sessions, exposing campers to the wide range of majors offered at the SJC.
From mass communication to media production, journalism to public relations, campers learned of the
different career options that are available with a communication degree. The group also learned about the
ethics of journalism.
“[I think] I can become a better writer because of the many lessons presented.” said high school sophomore
Hannah Louden from Brandyville, Tennessee. For her final project, Louden co-wrote an article about AdventHealth’s role in helping venues such as Disney Springs and Daytona Speedway reopen amid COVID-19.
“It was interesting,” Louden said. “I felt like I accomplished something big that I never thought that I could do.”
The three-day camp ended with a “Show & Tell,” which provided campers with an opportunity to present
their final projects. In the end, seven campers won $100 prizes from the Southern Union Conference for projects that will be published at SouthernTidings.com.
Winners include Banks and Louden; T’Ana Moore, of Harrison City, Pennsylvania; Ashley Bloemetjie, of
Huntsville, Alabama; Amelia Ashcraft, of Portland, Tennessee; Brenna Richards, of Healdsburg, California, and
Cecila Moreno, of Altamonte Springs, Florida. Moreno co-wrote the AdventHealth story with Louden and took
photos for the multimedia project.
“This is the second time I joined the camp, and I am happy I did,” Banks said. “I feel like you always learn
something new. I'm definitely going to apply these skills when I go to college.”
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Celebrating Our Professors:

Rachel Williams-Smith and John Keyes

SJC Dean Shares Her
Journey from Isolation to Education
Jonathan Shephard

Saying Goodbye
Sam Oliveira
Starting his career in 1955, John Keyes, PhD,
gained over 60 years of teaching experience.
From teaching English in Singapore to serving as
a professor at Southern, his career was filled with
adventure and he always found it rewarding, he
said in a recent interview.
Upon moving to Southern, he worked in
the English Department as a full-time professor
before joining the SJC, where he most recently
served as an adjunct speech professor after retiring in 2004. Having taught at Southern for 32
years, Keyes officially retired a second time in
December of 2020.
For his second retirement, SJC students, faculty, and alumni gathered at a January 23 departmental convocation to pay tribute for all of his
dedication over the years.
“Dr. Keyes was one of the most helpful professors,” wrote Ashley Blake, in a tribute read by
Katie McGrath, one of Keyes’ former students
who shared accolades from various alumni at
the gathering. “He made my 8 a.m. speech
class much better by telling us stories about his
unique life experiences.”
In a recent interview, Keyes said that he loved
all of the interactions with his students and joked
that many speeches were about the benefits of
drinking water. Finding daily meaningful devotions
from the Bible was always something he enjoyed.
All in all, "it's the students that make life worthwhile,” said Keyes, reflecting on the rewards of
teaching over the years.
Now that he’s retired, Keyes likes working
outside and gardening. He and his wife, Barbara, also enjoy having more time to be with their
children and grandchildren.

As a child, Rachel Williams-Smith lived with
her family in the frigid, isolated hills of Tennessee
as an attempt by her parents to ward off worldly
corruption. During a convocation presentation
delivered on November 21, she shared her harrowing journey with students at the Collegedale
university church.
“Dr. Rachel,” as she is affectionately known
by students, described her yearning for a formal
education despite being taught that it was evil.
She eventually overcame those barriers through
sheer grit and determination and went on to earn
a PhD in Communication as well as an EdD in
Educational Leadership and Management.
Dr. Rachel chronicles the full saga in her
autobiographical book, Born Yesterday: The
True Story of a Girl Born in the 20th Century but
Raised in the 19th. Now, as dean of the School
of Journalism and Communication, she advises
students to reach for their goals no matter the
circumstances. She uses her experience to help
them transition from a fixed to a growth mindset.
“One of the ways is giving students experiences that deliberately place them into a cultural
context that they're not used to experiencing,”
she said. “[It] can be uncomfortable, but it also
makes them grow.”
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SJC End-of-Year Awards:

Recognizing the accomplishments
of our students
COVID-19 disrupted the semester for many students this past academic year. However, that didn’t stop many SJC
students from achieving their best, learning to adapt, and becoming flexible. For the 2019-2020 academic year,
the following students were recognized by the SJC.

Academic Scholarship
Awards
For the Scholarly Achievement Award, two
selection guidelines must be met:
1. Must be an SJC major
2. Must show a high GPA achievement
Recipients: Christina Coston, Paola Mora
Zepeda, and Josue Vega

Award of Excellence
For the Scholarly Achievement Award, five
selection guidelines must be met:
1. Must be an SJC major
2. Must be a graduating senior
3. Must show high GPA achievement
4. Must exemplify what the SJC represents
5. Must show leadership
Recipients: Autumn Dunzweiler, Jacob
Fisher, and Tierra Hayes

Top: Alexandra Dye and Christina Robinson
Middle: Michaela Lewin
Bottom: Tierra Hayes
Graduating seniors attended SJC's impromptu graduation ceremony, hours after
Southern announced that classes were transitioning online.

Congratulations to all recipients of the various awards
and to the professors for encouraging student excellence.
And, of course, best wishes to our graduates. As you start
a new chapter in life, may what lies ahead be filled with
many more accomplishments and triumphs.

Top Achiever Award
The Top Achiever Award is given to a senior
who was at the top of his or her game for
more than just GPA.
Recipient: Tierra Hayes
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Responding to ongo

he Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement first
erupted following George Zimmerman’s acquittal in the
shooting death of Trayvon Martin, an African American
teen gunned down in February 2012. Since then, the
brutal killings of unarmed black men and women at the
hands of police and alleged vigilantes have become a
recurring theme in American society.
The BLM movement reached a boiling point following the May 25 death of George Floyd, who died after
a Minneapolis police officer knelt on his neck for eight
minutes and 46 seconds.
“I can’t breathe” were some of Floyd’s last words.
As the video of Floyd pleading for his life and taking his last breaths circulated on social media, professors in the School of Journalism and Communication
felt compelled to release a statement to SJC students
denouncing the injustice. The letter also mentioned the
deaths of Martin, Ahmaud Arbery, Philando Castile, Eric
Garner, Oscar Grant, and Breonna Taylor.
“At the School of Journalism and Communication,
we feel devastated as we struggle with Floyd’s murder and the senseless killings of so many other black

people around the country,” stated the letter that was
emailed to all SJC students and posted on social media. “We recognize racism is a sin issue—a problem of
the human heart. For this reason, we also pray for our
country and the chasm that divides us.
“We stand in solidarity with our black family, friends,
and neighbors; and as advocates of constructive communication in our society, we are committed to speaking
up and taking action to dismantle systemic racism and
injustice against black and brown bodies in the United States of America,” the letter continued. “Injustices
against people of different ethnicities and color take place
every day, and what happens to one group affects us all.
We believe God has called us to use our gifts and talents
to benefit humanity regardless of race or ethnicity.”
As part of one of the most diverse departments on
Southern’s campus, SJC professors said they felt it was
important for students to know where they stand on the
issue of racism in society. Following a unanimous vote
to release the letter, the email was sent with the signatures of all eight SJC faculty members and the office
manager.
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oing social injustices
“It is important that our students know where we
stand in regards to racial justice and anti-racism,” said
Professor Natalia López-Thismón, who played a significant role in crafting the letter, along with her colleagues.
“Because we serve a God of justice, we cannot remain
silent at such a pivotal time. We also know that racial injustice is a deeply painful experience for many of our students and confusing or uncomfortable for others. To that
end, we wrote a statement, making clear how we see
these societal issues, and offered resources for those
who are confused, uncomfortable, or don’t understand.
We also gave students action steps they could take.”
Some SJC students reacted positively to the open
letter they received. “I was really impressed with the
timeliness of the statement,” said Aubri Dancek, senior
mass communication-advertising major. "It was so cool
to see the department as a whole take a stand for a
movement that was really important to me.
“Not only did they show support, but they also
provided resources for us to continue to educate ourselves,” she added. “I found that very helpful for my
own personal journey on how to be an effective ally for

the black community. It’s nice to know that the professors are there for their students both in and out of the
classroom.”
Gia Arroyo, senior journalism major, said the statement made her proud to be part of the department.
“These are tough conversations; and I’m happy to
know that my department doesn’t shy away from them,”
she said. “They took the time to not only inform us, but
provide (resources) as well. This is why I love the SJC.”

To read the full letter and find resources
on how you can make a difference, scan
the QR code.
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